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  Mr. Speaker, as an American and a Member of Congress, I am troubled by our lack   of
support too often on the issues and problems of Africa. Rising today to   support the conference
report for H.R. 434, the African Growth and Opportunity   Act, is a small but important step
toward strengthening the economies of Africa,   the world's poorest continent, and the
Caribbean Basin.   

  I commend the leadership of the gentleman from New York (Mr. Rangel), the   gentleman from
Texas (Mr. Archer), the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. Crane), the   gentleman from Washington
(Mr. McDermott), and the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr.   Jefferson). There are a number of
heroes on both sides of the aisle moving this   legislation forward. They are concerned and have
focused, not on the areas of   the greatest wealth, but on the areas of the greatest need.   

  

  This bill will have negligible effect on American industries, as trade with   sub-Saharan Africa
represents only 1 percent of total United States exports and   imports; and most of these were
oil and natural resources. However, this bill   holds a huge potential upside for American
involvement, opportunity and   engagement in countries that have struggled for decades to
overcome poverty.   

  

  The African Growth and Opportunity Act directs the creation of the United   States
sub-Saharan Africa Free Trade Area, which will increase trade between the   United States and
African countries. It also carries with it powerful incentives   for countries to fully comply with
international labor and transshipment   standards.   

  

  Mr. Speaker, Africa is at a critical turning point in its social and economic   development. More
than half the countries in sub-Saharan Africa today are now   governed by elected leaders.   

  

  This bill will provide much-needed economic growth and help all African   countries to raise
their living standards. This bill will aid those democratic   governments by providing a solid
foundation on which they can build for the   future.   

  

  Our Nation's ability or perhaps our will to provide direct economic aide to   Africa is limited; and
this bill, however, in the long run is a better   alternative to those options. There is no real short
cut to prosperity and   democratic society. Free markets and economic activity are the key.   
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  This bill allows us to directly participate with and help strengthen these   African and Caribbean
Basin countries through global trade.   

  

  I believe it will ultimately be the best long-term investment for the   American taxpayer. I urge
my colleagues to support the rule and the conference   report.   
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